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Isabella Valancy Crawford- “The Camp of Souls”
Spoken by the spirit of an aboriginal brave, “Singing Leaves,” Crawford offers bravura, linguistically execution of an Indian culture that perhaps used to exist in the Canadian culture. 200 years after his death, the “Singing Leaves” returns from the realm beyond the death to revisit his mortal existence and bring the "Flowers that bloom in the spirit land"(63), “scatter over white Man’s Hearth,” and reassure the living ones of what awaits them in the “Camp of Souls.” Symbolizing an environmental, emotional and cultural relationship, the Singing leaves return to the place he was born and raised, nostalgically remembering his memorable days on the earth.
 In spite of the peace of the Camp of souls, Singing leaves felt the need to return to the earth due to the memorable experience of birth, love, and marriage that took place during his stay on earth. Perhaps such intense feelings do not happen in the spirit land, and that is why he longs to returns to his birthplace. As he sings, the Singing leaves say he cannot visit the earth empty handed and so brings the flowers from the camp of souls that represents the immortal smiles of the Great Manitou. These gifts of blessing to the white man are associated with the promise of an afterlife, joy, love and perhaps forgiveness.  While the Singing of Leaves could represent a good man who returns to his place of birth, 200 years after his death, the people he meant are not as good. Perhaps the indigenous Canadian white men that the Singing leaves left have been replaced by another generation of violent people suggesting the connection of the “happy” ending.
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